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My research focuses on the history of modern British and Irish literature, with an emphasis on the
works of James Joyce. Between 2014 and 2018, my research was predominantly focused upon a
project on Joyce and America: the first book-length study of the representations of the history,
culture, and politics of the United States in Joyce’s works (Oxford University Press, 2018). My
methodology here and elsewhere is historicist— that is, [ would argue that a detailed understanding
of the historical circumstances in which a work was produced and consumed can lead to a greater
understanding of that work—with a stress on interdisciplinary work in historical and transatlantic
fields. Research in the former field has led recently to work on Joyce and the Irish Military
Archives (2016), while the latter has led to research, teaching, and publications on Anglo-
American literary connections in writers including Dickens (2013), Lawrence (2015, 2016), and
Wilde (2016). Moreover, the historical legacy of literary modernism is a broad area of interest for
me, which has led more specifically to work on Anthony Cronin and Joyce’s reception in Ireland
(2016). Additionally, I have also been particularly keen to exploit archival resources and the
methods of ‘genetic criticism’ (that is, critical analyses of a work’s composition history: drafts,



manuscripts, notebooks, etc.) to complement this historicist approach. Accordingly, from 2016-17
my research output included findings based on the National Library of Ireland’s Joyce manuscript
holdings. Other cross-boundary, archive-based projects I am currently developing relate to Ireland
again, but also Japan for the first time: one study concentrates on Irish perceptions of Japan in the
period 1890-1922 as expressed in the periodical literature of the time; and the other is a study of
modernism’s little magazines as a site of aesthetic interactions in which Japan played a significant
role. In addition, I have worked as a co-translator on certain works of Kenji Miyazawa (2016), and
I hope to publish more translations of his work in the near future.

Teaching:

At Okayama University, my undergraduate teaching covers a wide range of twentieth-century
British and Irish authors, including W.B. Yeats, James Joyce, J.G. Ballard, and Kazuo Ishiguro. I
also teach graduate courses on ‘the idea of the modern’ in early twentieth-century literature, and
critical approaches to contemporary British and Irish writing. In addition, I organize and chair a
research seminar that concentrates on Joyce’s Ulysses, to which students are warmly invited (and
occasionally attend).

My teaching philosophy is heavily influenced by my research methodology and I aim to give
students a solid grounding in the history of a work or literary period to guide them in their
interpretations. Students in my classes engage with the cultural histories of Britain and Ireland, as
well as key critical approaches that emerged during the twentieth century: for example,
postcolonialism, gender and cultural studies, and so on. Students will then be encouraged to
analyze literary texts by applying those key concepts and theories in support of their own original
ideas. This approach provides students with a sturdy foundation for their own research and writing.
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